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Presenter
Presentation Notes
John and Linda, along with their son Chad, farm in South Central Barber County to the Oklahoma line.  Boyd Forester, John’s dad, ingrained I John the need to protect the land.  John in turn is passing the same concern to the next generation.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The diversified operation includes cattle,




Presenter
Presentation Notes
…row crops, and hay.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over the years, the Foresters have built terraces, concrete drop structures and waterways to protect the land.  When you build something it has to be taken care of so maintenance is also important and a high priority.
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Presentation Notes
Some terraces have been re-builds where an existing terrace line is taken and brought back up to standards.  By doing timely maintenance the Foresters realize the benefit of the practice for many years, all the time protecting the soil.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Farming today is much different than in the past.  John has no-tilled for many years.  Harold Kline, retired Soil conservationist, recalls that John was one of the first to adopt no-till in Barber County.  John and family can be found at the Kansas No-till On The Plains Conference most years, always looking for knowledge to bring back to the farm.  These ideas may be brand new or old ways of doing things.  It is all about having a profitable operation and protecting the soil in the process.  Keeping cover on the ground is very important to John.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
After wheat harvest, they do not work the ground instead leaving the wheat stubble as cover.  Walking in a harvested wheat field you can see residue from previous crops on the ground along with the wheat stubble, all following no-till conventions.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Foresters have planted some crop ground back to grass.  Seeing that poor crop yields were due to poor soils, and a loss of top soil, made it an easy decision.  Having more native grass pasture helps sustain heir cow herd. This is another example of the Foresters realizing they were losing soil besides the fact that the ground didn’t raise a good crop so why not grow grass that will stabilize the soil loss and help out with the cow herd. 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Foresters have used cover crops to help keep the ground covered between crops and to help improve soil health.  Rotational farming has been a big part of improving soil health as well.  All of theses practices have a learning curve.  John has said, always with a smile on his face, some years they work great and others you have to wonder why you tried that.  John will also tell you that in today’s world, without change in the way you farm, you are going backwards.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In recent years the Foresters have utilized cost share to help with tile outlets and waterways.
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Presentation Notes
Tile outlets have helped to stop erosion or cuts going from the cropped fields to pasture land where terraces had once dumped their water.
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Presentation Notes
John had some erosion concerns that he felt required immediate attention, thus avoiding the erosion problems to worsen while waiting on cost-share assistance.  They have, however, utilized conservation technique assistance for designs, outlets, terraces, etc.
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Presentation Notes
The Foresters have always been concerned about the land. Saving the soil and protecting that resource has been important and influences their farming operation on a daily basis.  Their continued work in that direction has been noticed and appreciated.
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Presentation Notes
Always learning new ways to improve their operation and always having a project to help stop erosion and save soil is why the Foresters are being recognized as the 2015 Outstanding Conservationist Award recipients.


CONGRATULATIONS
JOHN & LINDA
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