
2024 Barber County 
Grasslands Award

Phil & Mary Lou Hinz

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Although this year’s recipients hadn’t planned on being ranchers when they married, they quickly adapted to the challenge and have spent over 50 years working to maintain and improve the family ranch for future generations.



Chaining Demonstration

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
They have always been willing to assist neighbors and have allowed their property to be used for equipment demonstrations to help educate others.



AfterBefore Carcass Removal
 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Following the Anderson Creek Fire, this year’s recipient met the challenge of standing eastern red cedar carcass removal by logging over 4,000 hours in his skid steer pulling and pushing carcasses.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This work was followed by hand cutting of scattered live trees,



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
…ball and chain work on standing carcasses in the draws that couldn’t be reached with the skid steer…



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
…and finally, a prescribed burn to remove debris and refresh the grass.





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Although they know their work isn’t complete, their dedication to restoring a healthy, open, “tree-free” prairie is commendable.



Phil & Mary Lou Hinz

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Congratulations, Phil and Mary Lou 
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