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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What is arguably the most important resource to a farmer? Is it the equipment? Or a good hired hand? Or maybe it’s the soil underneath our feet. No one could argue that those are not important resources for a farmer, but none of that matters if there is no water. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Archeological evidence dates the first irrigation practice started om 6,000 BC and to this day farmers are still innovating new ways not to rely solely on the rain to make sure their crops come up every year. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Robert Larson took the initiative to move from an outdated flood irrigation system to a center pivot. Roberts said, “The soil type was a large reason we made the decision to purchase the system.” Half of his soils were loamy clay, but the other half was loamy sand. This sand element required him to use twice the amount of water needed to make the water flow to the other half of the field.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Switching to a center pivot system allowed Robert to apply only the amount of water needed, effectively saving half his water budget.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Robert then took it a step farther, taking a 5-year average usage, then splitting that average over a 3-year period and still not using all the water allotted for the 3 years. Robert also used probes in the soil to make sure he wasn’t turning the system on when the soil was already at or near the water holding capacity of the soil. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Making the switch is saving Robert the cost o fuel he no longer needs to run the large pumps to flood the field and saving him on labor costs. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The system is hooked up to his phone so he can turn the system on and off while also making sure water is being pumped out…



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
…and that the system is moving across the field, all without needing to leave the dinner table. 




Congratulations
Robert Larson

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The switch Robert made increased water conservation, and not just for him, but also for you and me. Any water that is saved by one farmer is water that can be used by someone else. 
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