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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Aaron Traffas, son of Brian Traffas, is a fourth-generation farmer who operates ground around Sharon that includes land his great-grandfather bought in 1910. Aaron is being recognized with the bankers’ award for soil conservation.
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Presentation Notes
In 2012, Aaron took over an operation that was historically mono-cropped using conventional tillage. He quickly experienced the effects of these practices; heavy rains not only brought moisture the crops desperately needed but also destructive erosion.
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Realizing this wasn’t sustainable, Aaron took steps to rapidly overhaul his farming practices. 
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With help from the NRCS, he implemented no-till, crop rotation and cover crops. 
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Aaron says leveraging no-till allows him to harvest more acres per year as a one-man operation. 
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The crop rotation and cover crops interrupted a weed cycle that had become all too familiar. 
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With no barren ground, rains that once washed-out gullies now percolate into the improving soils. When asked what improvements can be made
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Aaron said he “wants to continue to improve organic matter and lower input costs by starting to graze livestock and 
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…by building better residue with increased use of cover crops and species diversification”.
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Presentation Notes
Farming is science, and science demands predictions, trials, changes and repetition. 
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Presentation Notes
Transitioning his farm from conventional practices to the more modern methods rapidly growing in adoption is why Aaron came to the NRCS office to seek not only
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…financial help but technical assistance as well. History has shown us time and time again that farming will be an ever-evolving industry and Aaron is now a part of the evolution. 



Congratulations 
Aaron

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Congratulations Aaron. We are proud to honor you tonight with the Bankers Award for Soil Conservation The stewardship you have exercised over your land is very commendable.
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