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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Yearouts have won the Bankers Award for Wildlife Conservation this year with their work on creating a 65-acre wetland. An old ox bow turned crop field was a prime spot for wetland creation.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Creating this wetland came with problems; first and foremost – water! Southwestern Barber County is not known for its’ 60 inch plus rain fall. 




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What rain we do get is diverted away be the old terraces, and what water does get to the wetland evaporates at 90 gallons a minute.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Solution, solar powered water pumps: Four water wells with solar pumps capable of pumping 200 gallons a minute.  Solutions of course don’t come without problems.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Once water became common in the wetland, cattails made their presence known. In small groups they are a good thing but with shallow wetlands they can take over.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Even with these problems and ongoing battles, one thing that Keith and Eva know is that it is all worth it. A big change they have noticed is the noise. In the summertime frogs, crickets, native and migrating birds, deer and soon bison all flock to and live in an ecosystem that was once a row crop field. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Knowing that wetlands are an oasis to much of our native wildlife and a necessity to our migrating birds, motivates the Yearouts to plan on improving and creating more wetlands.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Congratulations Keith and Eva and thank you for all the hard work you’ve put into this wetland. 
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