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“Keith and Eva describe their operation as raising grass

with bison as the primary grazers.”
Aron Flanders
Kansas Partners for Fish & Wildlife Program, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Keith and Eva Yearout describe their operation as raising grass with bison as the primary grazers.


“Throughout the years Keith and Eva have worked on improving their

grassland quality to sustain a diverse suite of wildlife species.”
Chris Berens, Chief, Ecological Services Section, KDWPT
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Presentation Notes
Throughout the years Keith and Eva have worked on improving their grassland quality to sustain a diverse suite of wildlife species.
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Presentation Notes
They integrate commercial hunting on the ranch for white-tailed deer, turkey and upland  birds without compromising beneficial rangeland management


“They have implemented a rotational grazing management program
for their buffalo herds. This required the implementation of
numerous practices such as cross fencing, water developments,

pipelines, tanks and solar pumps.”
Jess Crockford, SW Regional Coordinator, Kansas Prescribed Fire Council
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Presentation Notes
Implementation of a rotational grazing management program for their buffalo herds also required the implementation of numerous practices such as cross fencing, water developments, pipelines, tanks and solar pumps.
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Currently the ranch practices rotational grazing with one group rotated through approximately 16 pastures during the growing season.
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This benefits a high diversity of migratory birds that utilize early and late successional habitat.


“The use of Managed-Intense Grazing, patch burning, and the
removal of invasive woody species have transformed the
landscape into a true mixed grass prairie.”

Ted Alexander, Neighbor Rancher

e
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Patch-burn grazing increases forage utilization, crude protein and livestock weight gain, plant diversity and reduces parasites.


“One of the largest undertakings in the improvement of the ranch has
been their resolve to remove invasive trees, particularly cedars, in the
upland areas of the ranch. Over the past three years they have

mechanically removed more than 2,000 acres of invasive trees.”
Mike Mitchener, Regional Biologist, Western Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies



Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the largest undertakings in the improvement of the ranch has been their resolve to remove invasive trees, particularly cedars, in the upland areas of the ranch. 
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The list of innovative projects on the ranch also includes restoration of an old oxbow of the Salt Fork River 


“...leaders within the Gyp Hills Prescribed Burn Association,
spearheading and coordinating their efforts with local ranchers.”

Aron Flanders
Kansas Partners for Fish & Wildlife Program, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
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It’s not only what the Yearouts achieve on the ranch, but also the influence they have within the surrounding counties, state and multi-state area.


“They recognize that grassland management is an ongoing process on the
ranch and seek every opportunity to improve their knowledge and to share

with others what they have learned.”
Jess F. Crockford, SW Regional Coordinator, Kansas Prescribed Fire Council
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The ranch offers public outreach and education opportunities and is continually looking for ways to increase the capacity and knowledge base of the surrounding area by leveraging equipment or hosting rangeland research.


CONGRATULATIONS
- KEITH & EVA /-
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Their efforts have improved the ranch and surrounding community for current and future generations.
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